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I would like to talk briefly about Traveller Children and early childhood 

education. That in fact means Traveller preschool and early primary 

school. 

 

There are 56 Traveller specific preschool nationally. That does not meet 

the needs of all Traveller children and families therefore many Traveller 

children do not access preschool services. Although some do send their 

children to local preschools (not very many do). 

 

Traveller parents fought for many years to have Traveller children in 

mainstream classes in primary school because they believed their children 

should be part of the mainstream system. 

 

The new education strategy 2006 (forthcoming) for Traveller 

recommends that Traveller preschool should be part of the education 

services provided by the department of education. That there should be no 

new segregated Traveller preschool or preschool on halting sites. 

Traveller children should be catered for through general preschool 

provision. 

 

It also talks about quality and training and this is going to be very 

important if Traveller children are to benefit from this change. A change 

which we promote and agree with here in Pavee Point.  

 

One of the problems for Traveller children integrated into primary school 

has been the lack of intercultural training for the teachers. The Task Force 



(1995)report recommended intercultural education for primary teacher 11 

years ago. This training hasn’t happened as yet.  

 

Let us not make the same mistake with the integration of Traveller 

preschool. Let us ensure that it works. 

 

There are a few key things that must happen if the transition from 

segregated service is to be successful for all children Traveller, settled 

and new immigrants. 

 

These include 

Traveller parents have to be confident that their children won’t 

experience discrimination at this very early age. 

They also have to be clear and understand what benefit the integration of 

their young children will bring. 

 

Preschool teachers will have to be trained ‘now’ before this process 

begins. Don’t let us make the same mistake twice. 

 

Children need to be prepared for school, yes  

And what does this mean? 

Number one they need to be confident in who they are as Travellers 

Children and especially young children should not have to hide the fact 

that they are Travellers at all and the reality is that some still do.   

 

In order to ensure this won’t happen at this early stage we need to provide 

quality diversity and equality, intercultural training for all those working 

in integrated services. As part of this process materials such as books, 



pictures, jigsaws need to be developed to ensure every child is positively 

included in the system. 

 

 

 

 

 


