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EDENN - Equality & Diversity 
Early childhood National Network 

•  ECEC as a tool for equality? 
– ECEC too often seen as the ‘fix’ 

•  Children’s Rights as a frame? 
– An advantage but also a possible 

disadvantage 



ECEC and EDENN 

•  Role of ECEC 
– The Irish experience 
– The opportunities 
– The challenges 
– Making the Network work 

 



Rights and EDENN 
•  The possibilities [and challenges] of a rights 

approach 
–  All children have a right to develop in contexts 

where there is equality and respect for diversity 
  

•  The EDENN Vision 
–  To promote respect and support the right of every 

child and adult to participate as an equal and 
active citizen in early childhood care and 
education - - - - - 



UNCRC - general day of 
discussion 

The Committee reaffirms that the Convention on the Rights of the 
Child reflects a holistic perspective on early childhood 
development based on the principles of indivisibility and 
interdependence of all human rights.  

Consequently, all of the rights recognised in the Convention apply 
to all persons below eighteen, including the youngest children 
(art.1). Early childhood covers different age groups in different 
countries and regions, generally covering children aged below 
four to ones below eight years, and the Committee does not 
favour the one over the other.  

The Committee, in organising the Day of Discussion, wishes to 
underline the importance of early childhood development, 
since the early childhood years are critical for laying a solid 
foundation for the sound development of the child’s 
personality, talents, mental and physical abilities.  



UN General Comment No. 7 
(2005) 

•  The objectives of the general comment are: 

•  (a)  To strengthen understanding of the human rights 
of all young children and to draw States parties’ 
attention to their obligations towards young children; 

•  (b)  To comment on the specific features of early 
childhood that impact on the realization of rights 

•  (c)  To encourage recognition of young children as 
social actors from the beginning of life, with particular 
interests, capacities and vulnerabilities, and of 
requirements for protection, guidance and support in the 
exercise of their rights   



UN General Comment No. 7 (2005) 

(d) To draw attention to diversities within early 
childhood that need to be taken into account when 
implementing the Convention, including diversities 
in young children’s circumstances, in the quality of 
their experiences and in the influences shaping 
their development; 

(e) To point to variations in cultural expectations and 
treatment of children, including local customs and 
practices that should be respected, except where 
they contravene the rights of the child;   



UN General Comment No. 7 
(2005) 

 (f)  To emphasize the vulnerability of young children to 
poverty, discrimination, family breakdown and multiple other 
adversities that violate their rights and undermine their 
well‑being; 

 (g)  To contribute to the realization of rights for all young 
children through formulation and promotion of comprehensive 
policies, laws, programmes, practices, professional training and 
research specifically focused on rights in early childhood. 



Features of ECEC 
•  Early childhood is a critical period for realizing children’s 

rights.  During this period: 

•   (a) Young children experience the most rapid period 
of growth and change during the human lifespan, in 
terms of their maturing bodies and nervous systems, 
increasing mobility, communication skills and intellectual 
capacities, and rapid shifts in their interests and abilities; 

•   (b) Young children form strong emotional 
attachments to their parents or other caregivers, from 
whom they seek and require nurturance, care, guidance 
and protection, in ways that are respectful of their 
individuality and growing capacities;   



Features of ECEC 

•  (c)  Young children establish their own important 
relationships with children of the same age, as well 
as with younger and older children.  Through these 
relationships they learn to negotiate and coordinate 
shared activities, resolve conflicts, keep agreements 
and accept responsibility for others; 

•  (d)  Young children actively make sense of the 
physical, social and cultural dimensions of the world 
they inhabit, learning progressively from their 
activities and their interactions with others, children 
as well as adults; 



Features of ECEC 
 (e)  Young children’s earliest years are the 
foundation for their physical and mental health, 
emotional security, cultural and personal identity, 
and developing competencies; 

 (f)  Young children’s experiences of growth and 
development vary according to their individual 
nature, as well as their gender, living conditions, 
family organization, care arrangements and 
education systems; 

 (g)  Young children’s experiences of growth and 
development are powerfully shaped by cultural 
beliefs about their needs and proper treatment, and 
about their active role in family and community. 



Rights in the early years 
•  Respecting the distinctive interests, 

experiences and challenges facing 
every young child is the starting point 
for realizing their rights during this 
crucial phase of their lives. 



The Task 
•  Networking 
•  Supporting 
•  Informing 
•  Promoting 
•  Exploring 
•  Evaluating 
•  Researching 

–  Cannot underestimate the challenge 


