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No child should want to wash away their skin colour; no child should need to blush 
when they tell us who they are. It is our responsibility ethically, morally and 
professionally to ensure that they don’t. 
Glenda Mac Naughton 
 
In recent years Ireland has become increasingly and more visibly diverse. Consequently 
debates around issues such as equality, diversity and inclusion have gained prominence. 
Ireland is a multi cultural society and we must recognise the challenges and benefits this 
change has brought to the country and to service provision. 
 
Early Childhood care and education is often the first site where children and families and 
practitioners meet and encounter issues of diversity. New challenges are presented to 
childcare and early education services and practitioners are asking for orientation and 
adequate support. But historically, the early childhood care and education sector has not 
addressed issues of diversity and equality in training. 
  
Pavee Point’s early childhood programme has taken a leadership role in promoting 
diversity and equality awareness and training for the early childhood sector. The éist 
project has laid the groundwork for mainstreaming equality and diversity training. This 
approach has been promoted, and tested across the sector at pre-service and in-service 
developed levels. Results have shown that it is a successful way to promote anti-
discriminatory practice and respond appropriately and inclusively to the needs of young 
children. 
 
On Tuesday 20th June, Pavee Point Travellers Centre ‘éist’ project will be hosting a 
national forum to highlight the positive developments in the sector and to promote 
coordination and comprehensiveness in addressing diversity and equality issues in 
training and professional development.  
 
The forum will open with the voices of practitioners and link with internationally 
renowned speakers 
 
Glenda Mac Naughton Centre for Equity and Innovation in Early Childhood 
 (CEIEC), University of Melbourne, Australia  
Anke Van Keulen Diversity in Early Childhood Education and Training  
 (DECET), Utrecht, The Netherlands 
Mathias Urban Strategies for Change Project, University of Halle, 

Germany 
Contact: Colette Murray Pavee Point: 0872976823 


